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CAH when the physician’s presence is
medically required.

(B) An ‘‘emergency room physician
who is on call’ means a doctor of medi-
cine or osteopathy with training or ex-
perience in emergency care who is im-
mediately available by telephone or
radio contact, and is available on site
within the timeframes specified in
§485.618(d) of this chapter.

(5) Costs of ambulance services. (i) Ef-
fective for services furnished on or
after December 21, 2000, payment for
ambulance services furnished by a CAH
or an entity that is owned and operated
by a CAH is the reasonable costs of the
CAH or the entity in furnishing those
services, but only if the CAH or the en-
tity is the only provider or supplier of
ambulance services located within a 35-
mile drive of the CAH or the entity.

(ii) For purposes of paragraph (b)(5)
of this section, the distance between
the CAH or the entity and the other
provider or supplier of ambulance serv-
ices will be determined as the shortest
distance in miles measured over im-
proved roads between the CAH or the
entity and the site at which the vehi-
cles of the closest provider or supplier
of ambulance services are garaged. An
improved road for this purpose is any
road that is maintained by a local,
State, or Federal government entity
and is available for use by the general
public. An improved road will be con-
sidered to include the paved surface up
to the front entrance of the hospital
and the front entrance of the garage.

(6) If a CAH meets the criteria in
§412.113(c) of this subchapter for pass-
through of costs of anesthesia services
furnished by nonphysician anesthetists
employed by the CAH or obtained
under arrangement, payment to the
CAH for the costs of those services is
made in accordance with §412.113(c) of
this chapter.

(c) Final payment based on cost report.
Final payment to the CAH for CAH fa-
cility services to inpatients and out-
patients furnished during a cost report-
ing is based on a cost report for that
period, as required under §413.20(b).

[656 FR 47109, Aug. 1, 2000, as amended at 66
FR 32195, June 13, 2001; 66 FR 39936, Aug. 1,
2001]
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§413.74 Payment to a foreign hospital.

(a) Principle. Section 1814(f) of the
Act provides for the payment of emer-
gency and nonemergency inpatient
hospital services furnished by foreign
hospitals to Medicare beneficiaries.
Subpart H of part 424 of this chapter,
together with this section, specify the
conditions for payment. These condi-
tions may result in payments only to
Canadian and Mexican hospitals.

(b) Amount of payment. Effective with
admissions on or after January 1, 1980,
the reasonable cost for services covered
under the Medicare program furnished
to beneficiaries by a foreign hospital
will be equal to 100 percent of the hos-
pital’s customary charges (as defined
in §413.13(b)) for the services.

(c) Submittal of claims. The hospital
must establish its customary charges
for the services by submitting an
itemized bill with each claim it files in
accordance with its election under
§424.104 of this chapter.

(d) Exchange rate. Payment to the
hospital will be subject to the official
exchange rate on the date the patient
is discharged and to the applicable de-
ductible and coinsurance amounts de-
scribed in §§409.80 through 409.83.

[61 FR 34793, Sept. 30, 1986, as amended at 51
FR 41351, Nov. 14, 1986; 53 FR 6648, Mar. 2,
1988; 53 FR 12945, Apr. 20, 1988]

Subpart F—Specific Categories of
Costs

§413.80 Bad debts, charity, and cour-
tesy allowances.

(a) Principle. Bad debts, charity, and
courtesy allowances are deductions
from revenue and are not to be in-
cluded in allowable cost; however, ex-
cept for anesthetists’ services de-
scribed under paragraph (h) of this sec-
tion, bad debts attributable to the
deductibles and coinsurance amounts
are reimbursable under the program.

(b) Definitions—(1) Bad debts. Bad
debts are amounts considered to be
uncollectible from accounts and notes
receivable that were created or ac-
quired in providing services. ‘‘Accounts
receivable’” and ‘‘notes receivable’ are
designations for claims arising from
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the furnishing of services, and are col-
lectible in money in the relatively near
future.

(2) Charity allowances. Charity allow-
ances are reductions in charges made
by the provider of services because of
the indigence or medical indigence of
the patient. Cost of free care (uncom-
pensated services) furnished under a
Hill-Burton obligation are considered
as charity allowances.

(3) Courtesy allowances. Courtesy al-
lowances indicate a reduction in
charges in the form of an allowance to
physicians, clergy, members of reli-
gious orders, and others as approved by
the governing body of the provider, for
services received from the provider.
Employee fringe benefits, such as hos-
pitalization and personnel health pro-
grams, are not considered to be cour-
tesy allowances.

(c) Normal accounting treatment: Re-
duction in revenue. Bad debts, charity,
and courtesy allowances represent re-
ductions in revenue. The failure to col-
lect charges for services furnished does
not add to the cost of providing the
services. Such costs have already been
incurred in the production of the serv-
ices.

(d) Requirements for Medicare. Under
Medicare, costs of covered services fur-
nished beneficiaries are not to be borne
by individuals not covered by the Medi-
care program, and conversely, costs of
services provided for other than bene-
ficiaries are not to be borne by the
Medicare program. Uncollected rev-
enue related to services furnished to
beneficiaries of the program generally
means the provider has not recovered
the cost of services covered by that
revenue. The failure of beneficiaries to
pay the deductible and coinsurance
amounts could result in the related
costs of covered services being borne by
other than Medicare beneficiaries. To
assure that such covered service costs
are not borne by others, the costs at-
tributable to the deductible and coin-
surance amounts that remain unpaid
are added to the Medicare share of al-
lowable costs. Bad debts arising from
other sources are not allowable costs.

(e) Criteria for allowable bad debt. A
bad debt must meet the following cri-
teria to be allowable:

§413.80

(1) The debt must be related to cov-
ered services and derived from deduct-
ible and coinsurance amounts.

(2) The provider must be able to es-
tablish that reasonable collection ef-
forts were made.

3) The debt was actually
uncollectible when claimed as worth-
less.

(4) Sound business judgment estab-
lished that there was no likelihood of
recovery at any time in the future.

(f) Charging of bad debts and bad debt
recoveries. The amounts uncollectible
from specific beneficiaries are to be
charged off as bad debts in the account-
ing period in which the accounts are
deemed to be worthless. In some cases
an amount previously written off as a
bad debt and allocated to the program
may be recovered in a subsequent ac-
counting period; in such cases the in-
come therefrom must be used to reduce
the cost of beneficiary services for the
period in which the collection is made.

(g) Charity allowances. Charity allow-
ances have no relationship to bene-
ficiaries of the Medicare program and
are not allowable costs. These charity
allowances include the costs of uncom-
pensated services furnished under a
Hill-Burton obligation. (Note: In ac-
cordance with section 106(b) of Pub. L.
97-248 (enacted September 3, 1982), this
sentence is effective with respect to
any costs incurred under Medicare ex-
cept that it does not apply to costs
which have been allowed prior to Sep-
tember 3, 1982, pursuant to a final court
order affirmed by a United States
Court of Appeals.) The cost to the pro-
vider of employee fringe-benefit pro-
grams is an allowable element of reim-
bursement.

(h) Limitations on bad debts. In deter-
mining reasonable costs for hospitals,
the amount of bad debts otherwise
treated as allowable costs (as defined
in paragraph (e) of this section) is re-
duced—

(1) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during fiscal year 1998, by 25 per-
cent;

(2) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during fiscal year 1999, by 40 per-
cent; and

(3) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during fiscal year 2000, by 45 per-
cent.
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(4) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during a subsequent fiscal year,
by 30 percent.

(i) Ezxception. Bad debts arising from
services for anesthetists paid under a
fee schedule are not reimbursable
under the program.

[61 FR 34793, Sept. 30, 1986, as amended at 57
FR 33898, July 31, 1992; 60 FR 63189, Dec. 8,
1995; 63 FR 41005, July 31, 1998; 66 FR 32195,
June 13, 2001]

§413.85 Cost of approved nursing and
allied health education activities.

(a) Statutory basis. This section im-
plements section 1861(v)(1)(A) of the
Act and section 4004(b) of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (Pub-
lic Law 101-508) by establishing the
methodology for Medicare payment of
the costs of approved nursing and al-
lied health education activities.

(b) Scope. (1) This section sets forth
the rules for determining Medicare
payments to hospitals for the costs of
nursing and allied health education ac-
tivities.

(2) This section does not address
Medicare payments for the direct and
indirect costs of graduate medical edu-
cation (that is, approved residency pro-
grams in medicine, osteopathy, den-
tistry, and podiatry). Medicare pay-
ment for these costs is determined as
provided in §412.105 of this subchapter
and §413.86.

(3) The rules under this section do
not apply to activities that are speci-
fied in paragraph (h) of this section and
identified as normal operating costs.

(c) Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following definitions
apply:

Approved educational activities means
formally organized or planned pro-
grams of study of the type that:

(1) Are operated by providers as spec-
ified in paragraph (f) of this section;

(2) Enhance the quality of inpatient
care at the provider; and

(3) Meet the requirements of para-
graph (e) of this section for State licen-
sure or accreditation.

Classroom instruction costs are those
costs associated with formal, didactic
instruction on a specific topic or sub-
ject in a class that meets at regular,
scheduled intervals over a specific time
period (for example, semester or quar-

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-01 Edition)

ter), and for which a student receives a
grade.

Clinical training costs means costs of
training for the acquisition and use of
the skills of a nursing or allied health
profession or trade in the actual envi-
ronment in which these skills will be
used by the student upon graduation.
Clinical training may involve occa-
sional or periodic meetings to discuss
or analyze cases, critique performance,
or discuss specific skills or techniques;
it involves no classroom instruction.

Community support means funding
that is provided by the community and
generally includes all non-Medicare
sources of funding (other than pay-
ments made for furnishing services to
individual patients), including State
and local government appropriations.
Community support does not include
grants, gifts, and endowments of the
kind that are not to be offset in accord-
ance with section 1134 of the Act.

Redistribution of costs means an at-
tempt by a provider to increase the
amount, or to expand the types, of the
costs of educational activities that are
allowed for Medicare payment purposes
by claiming costs that previously were
not claimed by the provider and were
considered costs of an educational in-
stitution. For example, costs for a
school of nursing or allied health edu-
cation or a medical school that were
incurred by an educational institution
and were not allowable to the provider
in its prospective payment or rate-of-
increase limit base year cost report, or
graduate medical education per resi-
dent amount calculated under §413.86,
are not allowable costs in subsequent
fiscal years.

(d) General payment rules. (1) Payment
for a provider’s net cost of nursing and
allied health education activities is de-
termined on a reasonable cost basis,
subject to the following conditions and
limitations:

(i) An approved educational activ-
ity—

(A) Is recognized by a national ap-
proving body or State licensing author-
ity as specified in paragraph (e) of this
section;

(B) Meets the criteria specified in
paragraph (f) of this section for identi-
fication as an operator of an approved
education program.
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